
Audit and Governance Committee
Date: Thursday, 7 November 2019
Time: 10.00 am
Venue: Committee Room A/B, South Walks House, 

South Walks Road, Dorchester, DT1 1EE
Membership: (Quorum 3)
Matthew Hall (Chairman), Richard Biggs (Vice-chairman), Simon Christopher, Susan 
Cocking, David Gray, Brian Heatley, Nocturin Lacey-Clarke, Mike Parkes, Bill Pipe and Bill 
Trite

Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, South Walks House, South Walks Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1UZ (Sat Nav DT1 1EE)

For more information about this agenda please contact Democratic Services on 
01305 252209 - lindsey.watson@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

For easy access to the Council agendas and minutes download the free 
public app Mod.gov for use on your iPad, Android and Windows tablet. Once 
downloaded select Dorset Council.

 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting with the exception of any items 
listed in the exempt part of this agenda. Please note that if you attend a committee 
meeting and are invited to make oral representations your name, together with a summary 
of your comments will be recorded in the minutes of the meeting.  Please refer to the 
guide to public participation at committee meetings for more information about speaking at 
meetings. 

There is a Hearing Loop Induction System available for public use on request.  Please 
speak to a Democratic Services Officer for assistance in using this facility.

Recording, photographing and using social media at meetings

Dorset Council is committed to being open and transparent in the way it carries out its 
business whenever possible.  Anyone can film, audio-record, take photographs, and use 
social media such as tweeting and blogging to report the meeting when it is open to the 
public, so long as they conform to the Protocol for filming and audio recording of public 
council meetings.

Public Document Pack
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To receive a presentation from the Executive Director of Place with 
regard to preparations being made by Dorset Council in respect of EU 
Exit.



Dorset Council: Brexit (EU Exit) Preparedness Work 

1. Brexit extension 
• An extension has been granted to 31 January 2020.

• The Government’s Get Ready for Brexit campaign has been paused. 

• Operation Yellowhammer has been formally stood down and MHCLG reporting arrangements have been relaxed. 

• Dorset Local Resilience Forum’s Brexit planning and response structures have also been stood down. 

• During purdah the expectation is that councils will be able to promote factual Brexit communications, such as the EU 
Settlement Scheme (EUSS). 

2. Work delivered by Dorset Council in preparation for October 31
• Our internal Brexit preparedness structures are our Strategic and Operational Groups, which have met weekly since August.

• The Groups have driven a significant programme of business continuity planning, both internally and with our providers. 

• Work delivered by the groups includes:

– Brexit risk register- risks incorporated within the corporate Risk Register and updated by directorates as part of BAU.

– A single harmonised DC critical service list- allowing us to prioritise resource to support the critical functions.

– Critical service’s business continuity plans have been updated and harmonised.

– 1st one authority business continuity table-top exercise was held on 25 October 2019, to test and refine their plans. 

• Dorset Council and BCP have funded a DCCI Brexit Officer, which is due to begin on 18 November 2019. 

• In line with MHCLG approach, the Strategic Group have paused the meeting of our internal Brexit groups and we are shifting 
our focus to delivering the general election.

3. Next phase of Brexit planning 
• We plan to stand all internal Brexit preparedness structures back up in January 2020. 

• The default position is for the UK to leave without a deal on 31 January 2020 unless the Withdrawal Agreement is agreed. 
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